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NEWS. 



Dr. David Griffiths has been appointed professor of botany in the 
University of Arizona, and also botanist to the Experiment Station. 

Dr. E. Palla, firivat-docent in the University of Graz, left home at the 
end of September for a long anticipated sojourn in Buitenzorg, Java. 

Dr. M. von Raciborski has been appointed professor of botany and 
director of the botanical gardens in the agricultural school at Dublaney, near 
Lemberg. 

A botanical school is being erected at a cost of $20,000 in Schenley 
Park, Pittsburgh, being intended especially for teachers and classes from the 
public schools. 

Professor L. M. Underwood spent the summer in studying Ameri- 
can ferns in the British Museum, in the Kew Gardens, and in the Cosson 
Herbarium in Paris. 

Dr. N. L. Britton represented the New York Botanical Garden at the 
recent International Botanical Congress at Paris, and was also an accredited 
delegate from the U. S. Government. 

Of the thirty names selected to represent America's greatest men in 
the Hall of Fame of the University of New York only two are those of natur- 
alists. One of these is Asa Gray and the other J. J. Audubon. 

We learn from Science that the Yale Forestry School has opened with 
an enrollment of seven regular students and seventeen from other depart- 
ments, the residence of the late Professor O. C. Marsh being used as a school 
building. The degree of Master in Forestry will be given to such students 
of the school as have previously received the bachelor's degree from colle- 
giate institutions of high standing. 

Muhlenbergia is the title of a new journal of botany, whose initial 
number is dated November 10, and whose editor and publisher is Mr. A. A. 
Heller. The publication office is Lancaster, Pa., and the subscription price 
is $1.00 a volume, the volume to contain not less than 150 pages. The journal 
is to be issued at irregular intervals, and the first number (8 pp.) consists of a 
list of changes in nomenclature by the editor. 

The Journal of the New York Botanical Garden is designed to be 
chiefly an oigan of communication with the members of the Garden organiza- 
tion (now numbering about a thousand), who are thus to be kept informed of 

430 [DECEMBER 



1900] NEWS 43 1 

the progress and development of the garden in all its departments and of the 
activities of people connected with it in any way. At present technical 
articles will not be published, though botanical notes, news, and reviews will 
often be included. 

The O. S. U. Naturalist is the title of a new journal whose first number 
appeared in November. It is a journal devoted "more especially to the 
natural history of Ohio," and is the official organ of the Biological Club of 
the Ohio State University. It is published monthly during the academic 
year, and its subscription price is fifty cents. The editor-in-chief is Professor 
John H. Schaffner, of the University. The first number contains two botanical 
papers by Professor W. A. Kellerman. 

In the Bulletin of the Torrey Botanical Club for October, some of the 
papers presented at the celebration of "Torrey Day" in connection with the 
last meeting of the A. A. A. S. are published. Dr. N. L. Britton has written 
an exceedingly interesting sketch of Dr. Torrey as a botanist, and follows it 
by a bibliography ; Dr. Edward S. Burgess has presented the work of the 
Torrey Botanical Club ; while Dr. James Hyatt, one of the earliest members 
of the club, Professor T. C. Porter, and Professor Charles H. Peck, have put 
in permanent form some delightful personal reminiscences of Dr. Torrey. 

By the will of the late Charles H. Smith, of Providence, R. I., the 
botanical department of Brown University receives $2,000 the income from 
which is to be expended under the approval of the senior professor of botany, 
now Professor W. W. Bailey. The city of Providence is made residuary 
legatee for the development of parks. The income, which is likely to 
amount to ten or twelve thousand dollars annually, is to be applied to the 
purchase of plants for the parks, greenhouses, etc., under the advice and 
direction of the superintendent of parks, and the senior professor of botany 
of Brown University. One thousand dollars is bequeathed to the city as a 
trust fund, the income to be used for purchasing microscopes for the high 
schools. 

Mr. B. T. Galloway has been appointed Director of Plant Industry, 
Mr. Albert F. Woods has been promoted to be Chief and Mr. M. B. Waite 
Assistant Chief of the Division of Vegetable Physiology and Pathology, U. S. 
Department of Agriculture. The Secretary has issued the following general 
order: " For the purpose of unifying the work of certain branches of the depart- 
ment, it is hereby ordered that the Chief of the Division of Vegetable Physi- 
ology and Pathology, the Chief of the Division of Agrostology, and the 
Chief of the Division of Pomology confer upon all matters of general policy 
and plan with the Superintendent of Experimental Gardens and Grounds, 
who is hereby designated as Director of Plant Industry. In carrying out this 
order the several branches of the department named will maintain their 
integrity and organization." 
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Now that the Pflanzenfamilien is about complete, the energetic editor, 
Dr. Adolph Engler, has entered upon an even more gigantic undertaking. 
The publisher, William Engelmann, announces the beginning of a work, 
Das Pflanzenreich, which is to be a conspectus of the plant kingdom, i. e„ a 
critical enumeration of all orders, families, genera, sub-genera, species, and 
varieties. It is proposed to issue the work in separately paged parts, each 
family being complete in itself, with its own index, though smaller families 
will be united in parts containing two to four signatures. The arrangement 
of the matter will be as follows. At the head of each family will be given its 
literature, including both systematic and general works. Purely systematic 
monographs of genera, however, will be listed under the appropriate genus. 
The general sections — vegetative organs, anatomical relations, etc. — will be 
written in German and briefer than in the Pflanzenfamilien ; the diagnoses 
of families, genera, sections, and the enumeration of species will be in Latin. 
Only important synonyms (with the year), and only really good characteristic 
illustrations will be cited. Exsiccatae may also be cited in doubtful cases. 
The style of citation will be uniform. Thirty collaborators have agreed upon 
the nomenclature to be used. It must not be supposed that this is merely a 
revision of the Pflanzenfamilien. That work will be kept up to date by bien- 
nial supplements, and the new one, beginning with the families most in need 
of new elaboration will proceed on its own lines. Twenty years, it is antici- 
pated, will be required for its completion. The support, scientific and 
financial, of the Prussian Kultusministerium and the Prussian Academy of 
Sciences, together with the proved executive ability of editor and publisher, 
are strong guarantees that the work will progress to a satisfactory completion. 



